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THE AMERICAN SPIRIT, like the American 
people, is a composite. Discoverer, explorer, 
colonist, pioneer, frontiersman, immigrant, 
through social selection assure independence, ini- 
tiative, dissatisfaction with existing attainments, a 
forward look, a confidence in the powers of the 
common man, and an idealistic faith in his worth 
and destiny. Self-government, achieved through 
patriotic struggle and secured through hard experi- 
ence, confirms them. Democracy in government, 
preserved from corruption, only by constant vigi- 
lance and continual practice, lends to social democ- 
racy; the two, to ideals of industrial democracy yet 
in the process of attainment. Through civil war, 
ideals of national unity were achieved and of na- 
tional destiny were confirmed. Foreign war and 
the complicated problems of modern world diplo- 
macy enabled the nation to reject an imperialistic 
policy in favor of one of generosity and humanity 
towards the weaker nations, of justice and honor 
among its peers. The present crisis in the world's 
history affords the supreme test of these traits. May 
the spirit expressed by the American people be 
worthy of the sacrifices of our fathers and the hero- 
ism of our sons! 

PAUL MONROE (Beta). 



